Mr* Puul (illegible) 7627 Old Receiver Road 

Assistant to the Director (Disclosure) Frederick, Md* 21701 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 2/6/80 

U*S* Treasury 
Wash, D.C. 20226 

Dear Mr* Paul (illegible), 

I also have an illegible signature, but to those who do not know me and for those 
from v?hom I have reason to expect correspondence I provide my name in legible form. 

Today your form letter and entirely undescribed ehclonures came* The stamped 
date is Feb 1 19SG* 

There is no earthly or unearthly way in ^hich I can relate what you send to the 
Request you avoid identifying, escept that you include a xerox of my 12/25/75 
FOIA request of the Depattment of Justice* For your information that request is 
being litigated as C*A* 75-1996* The coming calendar Call la for this Friday* 

At another point in these unbound enclosures there is a referral from of the FBI* 

It is stamp dated May 4,1978* However, I am left to assume that this referral relates 
to th case in court because you obliterated the names, not doubt perceiving the 
demonstrable jiarm” your form letter includes as a reason for tiie witiiholding* These 
peojile have not been afraid of harm from rae in our many mee^ g io I do not really 
believe they fear "demonstrable hanp M from an uwell man who will soon bo 67 years 
old* Howercr, if you can specify this "dewonstravlo/ harm 11 I f m certain your seasons 
would be entertaining, if not persuasive* 

What can be perceived is some embarrassment because you failed to act within the 
time specified in the Act and the FBI took a year or more to get a round to the referral, 
notwithstanding repeated "summary judgement” noises in court and assurances that all 
Referrals load boon acted uppn* 

Your "demonstrable harm” fears are extensive* They include the United states 
Attomoy in Dallas (wa 3 he secretly USA there?), the man King who tried to buy the 
Oswald rifle and sued the government (was that a secret trial and do I only imagine 
reading about it in the paper and receiving hundreds of pages relating to it from the 

* hr> «« fiTonnv tliat sold Oswald the riflo (Klein(s), the Chief of the General 



Criiaes Section of the Department of Justice (who was go little ofi "demonstrable 

harm" from mo that he both signed mid typed his name in correspondence) the name of 

your "Chief Counsel" (decs he wear a face maslc and use an alias in court?)# 

Seabbrd Traders in Los Angeles ( they sold the Oswald pistol# according to published 

facsimiles of the transaction you vail find in the Warren ^eport)# the FOIa/EA 

branch chief of the FBI (who is less timid $mt you and does sign it when he writes 

me# which is not inf rsquently) # and a few others# almost aH well known and all the 

others within an Order of the ^ourt in C#A# 75-1996# 

Your secrecy injects some confusion, in that you reflect received# the referral 

and acting on it in May 1978 and yet also act on it under date of 2/l/QQ. 

Your form includes but a single claim to exemption# (b)(7)(c)# Your record is 

held 

not quite wiique (only because you have such stiff competition)# You have witkfeiwk 
what is in the FHPs public reading room, the published materials of the Warren 
Commission# its unclassified records readily available at the National Archives 
and the proceedings of the federal courts, not to mention radio, TV, newspapers# 
magapilnGs and a number of books# To make this claim there must be a privacy to protect# 
Some months ago I hoard from a ^s. i inda Zanetti at treasury# they for and from a 
Mr# Blake, ns I recall the name# I readily agreed to their talcing more time, on the 
claim of need. For this a need for more time? For what# checking the holy script? 

But 1 then did offer to help, particularly with regard to what is within the public 
domain* It now appears that the only reason my offer of help was not accepted was so 
tliat after going on two years you could withhold it# 

The only "demonstrable harm" I see is to the Act# the groat waste of tax money 
and to decency in government. And this is an appeal# 

Sincerely# 



Harold Weisberg 



7637 Old Booeivar -load 

Fmiwricfe, M, 2170 ? 

2 /%/m 



T(i?'V c ^ ^ /f 1 /C 

Hr. ?ejii Uixaguas) 

Assistnot to ths lilrootor (l&aelosursj 
Bureau. of alcohol » Tobacco and JSireams 
U.a. Treasury 
Vsah, J>.C. 20226 

bear : ^« Paul (Xll»$lbl®}* 

I alao htw m il Usgihle si^stacre, but to the*® aho <Jt> not know os ard for tY&cxi 
ftpoa wtwc X haw» v&untx to <9Ktm-t Qerv»u$ondmoe X ?«wld3 «y naoaia legible forts. 

Today yswr fora letter sad entirely wderorited aOoloeurtw com. Tb® atsajad 
data is IW> 1 1S00. 

There iis no oisrthly or* unearthly way In sjltLoh X osn relate shat you send to the 
ateqoust you avoid Identifying, cseept feast you iaclude a xerox of ay 12/25/75 
»ajja xeqnsst of tfao y©jattsant of Justine. ?w ycwr infor-vatiea that request ia 
b®&ia litigated &» U.A. 75-1356* The ooeing oatraaks* &&1 ia for Kile Friday* 

At another jsiat in these unbound ecdoaures there la u reform! fma of the 
It la afe.asp dittos® T&y 4,1570. 2Stn#sa»r, I aa left to as.u*se that this referral nil*. to,?, 
to th ©see in oetur; beetum you obliterated the niiisaa, not doubt jcreeivtag tbs 
^noKUitrahlo /«#" your fit»» letter includes as a reeoon tor ta» wit ‘.holding, Those 
peojite have not, been afraid of Isara fsoa rao ia our isony agew^bl I do not mtlly 
bwllewe they fear *dMaonot?ehXe baio 1 * froa an uaali aan who wHl soon ba 67 yesrs 
old* iiOKOVur, if you cur ap&olfy this “d«OB£W 9 travjU^ liam w I*a certain your Kama 
would bo eat rtolidu'-ii', if not pc-tsuaxsivy. 

What can be porcedLwd is asm CMbanraannani because you failed to act witMn. the 
tiiso ogfteiflad in the Act and tl» tfdg. iouk a y> tuuf car stag® to act aretgtfi to the referral* 
oothuithstursdiaa repeated "aueusuey jodasaaattt^ noiaeu ia court ami «»!»ujftw.se# that all 
teforrala had been acted upon. 

four "deaooatsa&lw hasa* fssafs are «*t--»vsiwa. They i/vcludo tl» 'Adtoti status 
Attorney is; Delias ('Ain he aacaxftly ’>134 ihaxv'o, tfcs mn £in& wao tried to buy few 
Oswald riilo end auod the tywomessnt (raws that & secret trltJL -aul do 1 only iieogUle 
twidiiws about it in tr® p&p •? oral receivl'w mridreds of po^ss tsOattog to it frer-s the 
T3l‘f), tho otteprssy tisat odd Oswald the rifle (iClelata). the viti.-»f m' t.h,> 



CrUses SactLen of tho Sc. Aytoen^ of Justice (who wso so lit si* SsSalS a£ ’temsvablo 
txm m that he both rfywd and typed bis aw* i& cwresqaai^J the aose of 
yflvyf "vhiaf tewael*' (dcs h« eear a face sasfe. and use an aUsa la court'?}, Mtifrasil 
Seebcmt traders in Xoo fctsoloa i they sold the Ogviuld pistol, accordii^ to pu&Liafeisd 
laoateiXta of the tw*a»efeeti<w yon util find in th- -toco A %^rt} # tfeo iSaiA* 
srsnnh chief of She ?-’« (who is lean tlsud tat you and does aim It whan bu writes 
sse, *?h>eu. la not Snftw^tently), and a faw otfe*?#, o&o&t ell tsol?. known ojKi oil th» 
dthere within «ft Orfiar ©f th %4ft ij C.&. 75*1 995* 

Your eao-'oqy injects sane ecnfusiaB, in that you rwfleet r>v«rfvMu the raforrftl 
®rxd acti .«; or it in Hay 1'j73 said yot also aat on it isnd^r date of 

Your font deludes hot a slagia claia. to empties, U}(7)(c}* You?.* record is 

b&Xd 

wt jydto wiitua (.only because you hare m«h stiff oo j»ttUo.’i)» You have withJdad 
>diat is in th» f2C*« pttMLte reading soe», tfc» puhli*iv;d tesfe-rials of tb« ’*&rrea 
^wsaieaion, its iiaolaaaifiod *a«or!8 redUy available at tbs National AruJjivea 
3?ai the prooaedinsa of «*» federal oaus-ta, not to sm&m sadie, TV, newspapers, 
&« 3 @tts£no 9 tail 4 nussbor at* bcxKa* fo sintas this olalu theft* cnat be a j>rfvs»jy to protect* 
sooths «t£0 X hasrd fron a %. Hridr, Ssaetti at ^.n^ssury, tbsy for «**>. fm a 
h?* 3 .late>, «e X wuill tfe* mess, X rer*:lly agree* to their taking asre tto», ©a the 
clida of seed, far this a need for aort. tins? for what, oliaekir^ tht* holy acrf.pt? 

^>»t S ttei did offer to help, pnz'ticulaxOy ittth to what la witrfn tha rublie 

detain. Xt raw appears tb&t t»i only moon cy offs? of help icui aot aooeptod ms m 

after goiny on two years you could 'sithisoli it. 

®*» wt2 ^ ^waorurttsASLe ham* X sea la to the act, tho ^joat muto of tax assay 

aid to ik>>3ucy in &m-Twm\» and tJjio ia an ap.ieal. 

y**: 

' 
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